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in news 

New charter school gives dropouts a second chance 
BY ROBERT KELLY 
Of the Posi-Dapatch 
07/29/2002 0650 AM 

Administrators of the new Tomorrow's Builders Charter School 
In East St. LOUIS bubble with optimism when they talk about 
taking high school dropouts and turning them into productive 
construction trades workers 

"We won't be teaching any magic here, but we want to offer 
the students every opportunity to learn and grow." said Kevn 
Murphy, program manager for the local YOuthBullU 
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The new school, wlth about 60 students in its first class, will Charter 

open by m~d-September in a one-story buidlng leased by the 
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Emerson Park Development Carp. at 1400 State Street. Anthony (nqhti, who had finished 
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"We'll start small," Murphy said. "We'll teach them how to (oden M!tchen Jr/PDI 
make a coat rack. ~f they've never even done that. And when 
they look at thelr little coat rack, they can say. 'OK. I can do that. Now let's move on to the next 
level.' 

"And before you know it, we're building up their confidence level so that they can do more " 

Paul Seibert of Charter Consultants, another operator of the new school, said "We have a 
proven formula here for success. It will mprove the graduation rate" for the East S t  Louis 
School District 

Murphy and Seibert said they hoped to draw on the successes of the national YouthBuild 
organization, which has helped dropo~lts and high school students at risk of dropping out in 42 
states to earn their h~gh  school credentials and lnove on to lucrative construction careers 

The East St. Louis charter school is one of two similar schools opening this fall. The 
YouthBuild St. Louis Charter High School will open Aug. 19 n the Souard neighborhood for 




